
President’s Foreword  
 

On behalf of the European Federation of Explosives Engineers - 

EFEE, I am delighted to announce and to invite you all to our 11th 

World Conference on Explosives and Blasting taking place in 

Maastricht, the Netherlands, between 19th - 21st September 2021.  
  

Since its launch in 2000, the EFEE World Conference on  

Explosives and Blasting has established itself as one of the most 

important international blasting events and continues to grow in 

both size and reputation. As COVID-19 travel restrictions are lifted, 

we expect the 11th World Conference to be an extremely significant 

milestone in the return to business for our industry. We look forward 

to welcoming again participants and exhibitors from across the 

globe. 
 

The conference is organised in cooperation with the Dutch  

national association Nederlandse Vereniging van Springmeesters 

(NVvS), which was one of the founders of the EFEE back in 1988 

in Aachen (near Maastricht). 
 

The city of Maastricht is the most international city of the  

Netherlands and situated in the south-east. It is the capital and  

largest city of the province of Limburg. Maastricht is located on both 

sides of the Meuse, a major European river, at the point where the 

Jeker joins. It is adjacent to the border with Belgium. Maastricht is 

known in the Netherlands and beyond for its lively squares, narrow 

streets, and historic buildings. The city has 1,677 national heritage 

buildings, more than any Dutch city outside of Amsterdam.  

Maastricht is a key city within Europe and the European Treaty was 

signed in one of the Marl Caves adjacent to the city. 
 

The Netherlands are relatively unique in their use of explosives with 

the majority of explosives being used in the fields of demolition and 

industrial processes, for e.g., on-line cleaning and waste burning 

facilities. Blasters specialising in industrial and demolition use are 

in high demand and are involved in projects across Europe. Ground

-breaking new legislation has recently been passed in the  

Netherlands concerning the use of explosives. One law now covers 

all disciplines using explosives (both civil and military) with an  

updated registration process for blasters. 

 The 11th World Conference on Explosives and Blasting 2021 will 

take place in The Maastricht Exhibition and Conference Centre 

(MECC). The MECC has just completed a full refurbishment and 

offers considerable conference space throughout the exhibition, 

technical rooms and catering areas which will allow us to deliver a 

safe conference in a safe environment compliant with COVID-19 

restrictions. 
  

The conference will kickstart on Sunday 19th September with the 

registration of attendees, the workshop and the welcome reception, 

and will continue on Monday 20th September and Tuesday 21st 

September with the technical sessions and the exhibition.  
 

Our large exhibition will attract some of the leading names in the 

explosives and blasting industry; it is an integral part of the  

conference to allow the demonstration of new technologies and for 

the participants to form global relationships with suppliers. A  

number of exhibitors have already confirmed their support. 
 

The conference has a loyal following among explosives end-users, 

manufactures, drilling and blasting operators, consultants and  

contractors. We anticipate over 450 professionals from over 50 

different countries, creating an engaging and unique forum for 

meetings and discussions between professionals from tunnelling, 

construction, demolition, quarrying, as well as the mining industry. 

The conference is an excellent opportunity to share industry  

experiences and to learn about new technologies, products and 

techniques.  
  

I look forward to welcoming you all to Maastricht for the 11th World 

Conference. Do place this date in your diaries: 

19th – 21st September 2021.  
 

We welcome your abstract submissions and we will be in  

contact with authors and exhibitors in the coming weeks.  

Registration will launch in Spring 2021.  
 

Doru Anghelache  

President,  

European Federation of 

Explosives Engineers 

Call for Papers 

Sponsored by 



 
 

About the Conference  
The EFEE World Conference has established itself as one of the 

key international explosives forums. Our Helsinki conference in 

2019 was attended by over 400 delegates from 52 countries with 

a large exhibition including some of the largest names in the  

industry.   
 

As the world begins to recover from COVID-19 the 11th edition of 

the conference will be an important return to business for the 

industry. The conference includes technical presentations,  

technical excursions, educational workshops, welcome drinks 

reception, unique local Gala Dinner and partner activities. The 

event draws attendance from explosives users, manufacturers 

and equipment for drilling operations as well as researchers and 

professionals involved in the construction and mining industry. 
 

Our Objectives 
To bring together explosives and blasting professionals to share 

knowledge, network and develop the industry. The conference 

will provide you with an excellent forum to share the latest  

developments and technical practices combined with a fantastic 

opportunity to network with peers and exhibitors from throughout 

the world.  
 

Technical Programme 
The technical sessions will be divided into key themes. Authors 

will present their papers in English to an audience in a lecture 

style format with some time for questions from the audience. 
 

Each presentation will run for 20-25 minutes which will be  

overseen by the Technical Committee. Those papers of high  

quality that cannot be presented due to the time constraints of 

the conference may be shown in a specific poster session  

adjacent to the exhibition area. The conference will focus on 

practical papers on the following themes: 
 

• Blast Design Management 

• Blast Vibration and Seismology 

• Blasting Work Experiences 

• Construction, Mining & Quarrying (Blasting) 

• Demolition Blasting 

• EU Directives & Harmonisation Work 

• Explosive Detection for Security 

• Health, Safety & Environment 

• New Applications and Training 

• Technical Development 

 

 

Call for papers 
Members and non-members of EFEE are invited to submit  

abstracts for papers to be presented at the conference. Authors 

must be prepared to present their papers and answer questions 

in person and in English.  
 

Authors and speakers approved to present at the conference are 

expected to pay the registration fee.  
 

Papers must not be of a commercial or advertising nature. 
 

Abstracts 
Authors are invited to submit an abstract in English. The full  

paper must be submitted, presented and questions  

answered in English. An abstract condenses a proposed paper 

by summarising and highlighting its major points into 200 - 400 

words. The abstract should be a written summary of work done 

on the project, what conclusions have been drawn and  

recommendations made as a result of the project. The proposed 

paper should not be of a commercial or advertising nature.  
 

Author’s paper formatting and presentation guidelines as well as 

our online submission form are available on the conference  

website: www.efee2021.com  
 

Submit your abstract online: www.efee2021.com  
 

Official Languages 
The official language of the conference is English. 

A translation service will not be provided. 
 

Publication Policy 
All accepted papers received by the deadline and presented at 

the conference will be published in the conference proceedings 

in both USB memory stick and printed formats. Proceedings will 

be distributed to all registered delegates at the conference.  

Organised by the European Federation of Explosives Engineers 

Deadlines 
Abstracts & Papers 
5 March 2021    Deadline for submission of abstracts 
26 March 2021  Notification of acceptance of abstracts 
5 April 2021    Distribution of 2nd Circular with  
     Preliminary Programme 
14 May 2021     Submission of final papers 
21 June 2021     Final notification of acceptance of paper 
 

Registration  
From March until July 2021  Early Bird Registration 
August 2021 onward   Standard Registration 

http://www.efee2021.com
http://www.efee2021.com


Exhibition 
A large industry exhibition will be held in parallel to the technical 

presentations. The exhibition provides an ideal opportunity for  

users of explosives, consultants, suppliers and manufacturers to 

demonstrate their latest developments to a wide cross section of 

the industry. The exhibition hall will incorporate COVID19  

restrictions to ensure safety for exhibitors and delegates.  
 

If you are interested in exhibiting at the conference please  

indicate your interest by emailing exhibition@efee2021.com or by  

visiting www.efee2021.com  
 

Sponsorship  
There are a variety of sponsorship and advertising opportunities 

available which will raise your company profile at this large  

international event. For further information on sponsorship please 

email sponsorship@efee2021.com 
 

Workshop  
The Sunday workshop is a unique tour, by bicycle, to the  
man-made caves in the st. Pieters Mountain (the only “mountain” 
in the Netherlands). The marl-caves were made for construction 
materials and the production of cement. The caves have a rich 
history and are full of artwork of all ages. We end our tour in the 
recently abandoned open quarry of the ENCi to visit the unique 
nature reserve and maybe meet some Eagle Owls.  
 
Further information will be available on our website in Spring 
2021. 
 

Technical Excursion 
This year we are planning a post conference excursion either to 

have a look at how seismic explosives are used in mapping the 

Dutch soil to determine where are the best spots to make use of 

geothermal energy or the training of dogs in tracking down  

explosives in any circumstance. We will start with a morning 

presentation and discussion followed by the visit of works in  

progress.  

Estimated duration will be approx. 8 hrs.  

Maximum attendance 50 people.  
 

Sightseeing  
Encompassed within it’s Middle Aged walls Maastricht has  

fantastic historical sites including sightseeing opportunities at the 

Basilica of Our Lady Medieval church, Vrijthof Square and Hell’s 

Gate. The Céramique neighbourhood is home to modern  

architecture, superb stores, Michelin star restaurants and bars.  

Further information is available at www.visitmaastricht.com  
 

Gala Dinner 
A gala dinner is planned for the evening of Monday 20th  

September. The evening promised to encompass the best  

international cuisine, wines and entertainment.  

 

Further information will be available on our website in the coming 

weeks: www.efee2021.com  
 

Venue Information        
The 11th World Conference on Explosives and Blasting will take 

place at The Maastricht Exhibition and Conference Centre 

(MECC). 
 

The MECC has just completed a full refurbishment and offers 

considerable conference space throughout the exhibition,  

technical rooms and catering areas which will allow us to deliver a 

safe conference incorporating COVID-19 restrictions. 

https://www.mecc.nl/en/  
 

Accommodation 
Conference accommodation will be available at the  
NH Maastricht hotel, directly adjacent to the conference venue.  
 
Booking information will be available through the conference  
website. Other local accommodation options are available to view 
on the conference website. 
 

Location 
To view the location please visit the Google map link: 
https://goo.gl/maps/Dtfxxs5ksEUcRZCt6  
 
Further information surrounding Maastricht is also available by 
visiting: www.visitmaastricht.com 
 

Registration Fee  
Registration fees will be promoted when registration launches in 
Spring 2021.    
 

EFEE Corporate, Individual and National Members will receive   
discounted registration.  
   
All participants including authors are expected to pay the  
registration fee.  
 

Participation 
If you would like to participate in the conference please register 
your interest at www.efee2021.com  
 

Conference Committee 
Igor Kopal (Chairman) Doru Anghelache 
 
Alan Dolan   Johan Finsteen Gjødvad 
 
José Carlos Góis  Roger Holmberg 
 
Jari Honkanen  Donald Jonson 
 
James Tyler   Bernard Vercouteren van den Berge 

mailto:exhibition@efee2021.com
http://www.efee2021.com
mailto:sponsorship@efee2021.com
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http://www.efee2021.com
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https://www.nh-hotels.com/hotel/nh-maastricht?campid=8435708&utm_campaign=paid-search_brand&utm_source=google&utm_term=english-all&utm_medium=paid-search&gclid=Cj0KCQiAtqL-BRC0ARIsAF4K3WHNkytgLcWwjNoT87yXcx7HgopX7K39L3dRrDvbZLeEOre6Qf2eZU4aAumIEALw_wcB
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EFEE World Conference, Tyler Events, Hoton Hills Barn, 82 Loughborough Road, Hoton, Leicestershire, LE12 5SF, UK  
Telephone: +44 (0) 1509 631 530 Email: info@efee2021.com  

www.efee2021.com 

Technical Committee  
 

Roger Holmberg (Chairman), Sweden 
After graduation 1972 he was working as Blasting Research Engineer for the Swedish Detonic Research Foundation (SveDeFo),  

performed research in many quarry and mining operations and wrote computer codes for bench, tunnel blasting and thermodynamic codes 

for explosives performance calculations. Roger was President for SveDeFo 1982-86. Roger has been involved as a blasting consultant in 

many parts of the world, for construction and mining companies and for governmental bodies. He was one of the founders of the  

International Society of Rock Fragmentation by Blasting (FRAGBLAST). He paid four years’ service as a Board of Directors of the  

Int. Society of Explosives Engineers (ISEE) and two years as President for the European Federation of Explosives Engineers (EFEE).  

Roger has had various positions at Nitro Nobel, Dyno Nobel, Orica and Nitro Sibir. Today he is working as Secretary General for 

EFEE.  Roger is author and co-author of over 100 publications.  

 

Johan Finsteen Gjødvad, Denmark 
Johan holds a M.Sc. in Civil Engineering from the Danish University of Technology (DTU) from 2004 as well as a Graduate Diploma in 

Business Administration (GDBA) Management and Organization from Copenhagen Business School. Johan works as a Strategic  

Partnership Manager at Sigicom, where his focus is innovation and international market, assisting Sigicom in staying a top innovative  

producer of hardware and software for environmental monitoring.  

Johan previously worked over 12 years with a major Danish multidisciplinary consultancy. During his years as a consultant Johan worked 

extensively with environmental impacts such as vibration, noise and dust from various sources among others; blasting during civil works 

and demolition using explosives. As a consultant Johan also worked with demining around the world as well as physical protection from 

blasting. In additional he has been teaching in noise and vibration monitoring during blasting. While Working as a consultant Johan also 

gained long experience with innovation and project management and development.  

Since 2006 Johan has been part of the Danish Federation of Explosives Engineers (DFEE) and is presently vice-president of the organization. In 2007 he 

became the Danish envoy to EFEE and has since 2009 been member of the Board.  

In EFEE Johan has been chairman of the environmental, marketing and membership committees, EFEE’s Vice-president from 2011-2014 and President from 

2014-2016. Johan is still a member of the Board and has his focus on the environmental committee of EFEE. Johan has been part of EFFEs Technical  

conference committee since the 9th EFEE World Conference on Explosives and Blasting. Johan is also appointed ISEE director since the beginning of 2020, 

where he co-chairs the ISEE standard committee and the International committee apart from being part of several other ISEE committees. 

 

Robert Laszlo, Romania 
Robert, is an experienced Senior Executive & PhD student Mining Engineer, operated over 18 years (1983 – 2002) at Romanian Notified 

Body – INSEMEX Petrosani (National Institute for Research and Development in Mine Safety and Protection Explosion) in the field of  

regulatory of blasting applications, testing and approval of explosives for the use in the mining industry and civil works. 

In the period of 2002 – 2018, builds and developed business activities in the field of drilling & blasting services in quarries and  

underground, civil works, special applications (i.e. blasting demolition, underwater blasting), explosive production and sales, design and 

consultancy activities linked to blasting applications. 

Since 2018 he turns back at National Institute for Research and Development in Mine Safety and Protection Explosion - INSEMEX  

Petrosani in the position of Head of Department Security of Explosives and Pyrotechnic Articles, being involved in all activities and national or international 

projects which are involved in the use of explosive products. 

Effective working relationships with International business colleagues and partners across a diverse and multicultural business environment. Adept of  

developing and motivating high performance teams, production efficiency improvements, engineering solutions, cost reduction, achieving and sustaining  

business excellence and the transformation of safety cultures. 

 

Jörg Rennert, Germany 
Jörg Rennert (Dipl. –Ing. –Päd) is a German Citizen, born May 22, 1965, in Roßlau, Germany. His educational achievements include a high

-school graduate in steel working for metallurgical engineering and a diploma: Dipl.-Ing.-Päd. from the Technical University of Dresden. 

Jörg’s professional career includes being a steelworker for metallurgical engineering in the steelwork in 1985. A scientific employee of the 

Technical University of Dresden in 1991. Assistant professor at Sprengschule Dresden GmbH from 1992 to 1998. Jörg progressed to  

managing director of The Dresdner Sprengschule GmbH and leader of business fields Blasting Technology and Pyrotechnics in 1998. In 

2001 Jörg became president of the German Blasting Association (Deutscher Sprengverband e.V.). In 2010 he was elected as vice  

president of EFEE and was the president of EFEE between 2012 and 2014. Since 2008 Jörg is the Chairman of the EU-Directives and 

since 2020 also the treasurer of EFEE. 

 

Janeen Smith, USA 
Janeen Smith began her career as a blaster for one of the large surface coal operations in Gillette, Wyoming.  She was responsible for 

aspects of blasting operations including the use and evaluation of the pioneer high density blasting agents used in the western United 

States. Her next area of “hands on” experience came as a blaster and supervisor for construction blasting companies in the Denver,  

Colorado area.  This added small diameter and close in blasting techniques to her skill set over the next several years. 

She then took a position with the State of Colorado Division of Labor and Employment which expanded her knowledge of explosive  

regulatory compliance.  Janeen conducted inspections, investigated blasting complaints/damage and oversaw the rewrite of the state  

regulations. Her position also involved assisting local, state and federal law enforcement agents in cases dealing with the criminal  

possession of explosives materials. She was elected to the ISEE Board of Directors in 2014.  Janeen has served on the Executive  

Committee as the Secretary, the Treasurer and is currently the Vice President of Technical. Janeen currently consults and teaches via her 

company, J. Smith & Associates LLC.  Her focus includes explosive training, regulatory compliance consulting and electronic inventory system development.    

 

Jacob Uittenboogaard, The Netherlands 
Jacob Uittenboogaard is 40 years old and graduated 21 years ago as an explosives engineer specializing in tall structures, underwater 

demolition and industrial cleaning with explosives. As a little boy he was always by his father’s side, (who also was an explosives engineer) 

when he was busy with a demolition job and then came in contact with explosives and knew this was what he wanted to do… controlling 

one of the biggest forces on the planet.  

After working for about 2 years with his father he has worked for several renowned demolition companies and for 5 years now has been self 

employed in all types of demolition works specialized in explosive demolition. The latest and one of the biggest jobs was the controlled 

demolition of a former phosphorus plant and several adjacent buildings and foundations executed from August 2019 till August 2020. As a 

member of the Dutch Society of Explosives Engineers (NVvS in Dutch) and as examiner of the Dutch course for explosives engineer he is 

closely involved in many of the things going on with explosives in the Netherlands. Jacob is very proud and grateful to be part of the  

technical committee for the EFEE Conference in Maastricht 2021. 


